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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
STARLIGHT CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION RECIEVES GRANT FROM INSURANCE INDUSTRY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
Grant Will Help Thousands of Seriously Ill Children 
Across the Tri-State Area 
NEW YORK, Feb. 9, 2010 – The Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT recently received a grant in the amount of $83,750 from the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF). Starlight was one of four charities chosen for the award among the applicants who applied.  The grant was announced in December at the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation’s Annual dinner at the Waldorf Astoria attended by nearly 700 representatives from a broad spectrum of the insurance industry.  Three of the four grants were awarded to children’s charities. 
“Starlight is so appreciative of the grant from the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation,” said Elaine Siver, Executive Director of the Starlight Children’s Foundation NY*NJ*CT. “The money from this grant will help meet the growing demand for Starlight’s programs in and out of hospitals across the tri-state area, as well as help thousands of seriously ill children and their families restore their sense of hope and help them make it through a very difficult time in their lives.
The funds will go directly toward the following Starlight programs:
Starlight Fun Center™ Mobile Entertainment Unit

Five Starlight Fun Centers will be placed in hospitals across the tri-state area.  Fun centers are mobile units that feature the Nintendo Wii™ system, a DVD player, and a sharp AQUOS™ LCD televisions.  Its design allows kids to play with ease, even those who aren’t able to leave their beds or who have limited motion.
Starlight Care Room
The IICF will fund a Starlight Care Room to be created in a tri-state area hospital.  Treatment rooms are often dreary, intimidating areas for young children undergoing procedures in a hospital. The Care Room is a pediatric treatment room that is designed to create a more pleasant environment for young patients. Starlight offers fun themes for treatment rooms including “In My Neighborhood”, “Oceans”, and “Sky and Constellations.”  The rooms all set a mood of calmness, peace and distraction.
Send a Smile, Send a Bear 
The funding will provide 500 Starlight Teddy Bears to hospitalized children in the tri-state area.  The Send a Smile, Send a Bear program allows people to send warm, cuddly teddy bears to hospitalized children who need it to lift their spirits for $25.  
Hospital Happenings

IICF will provide funding for 20 Hospital Happening activities throughout the year in area hospitals. These “happenings” include themed parties, toys and visits from entertainers along with specialized programs such as music therapy, clown therapy, yoga therapy and Starworks, which is a program that brightens the lives of children through creative expression in the literary arts. 

Great Escapes

Volunteers from IICF will create and implement a Starlight Great Escape.  Great Escapes is a program where children, their siblings and parents attend special outings where they make vital connections to other families and renew their sense of hope.  These outings include baseball games, concerts, the circus, museums, a summer camp and more! 
“What is compelling to me about the work of IICF is that no matter how much we compete in business...when it comes to our role in society and important contributions, our industry can marshal our collective strengths, knowledge, and talents for good,” said Pierre Ozendo, Chairman and CEO of Swiss Re America Corporation, who served as the dinner chairman for the annual gala where the grants were announced.

Funding for the four grants that were distributed to the charities was made possible through the proceeds of the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation’s Gala held in December. 
About the Starlight Children’s Foundation

The Starlight Children’s Foundation makes a world of difference for seriously ill children and their families. Since 1985, the NY*NJ*CT chapter has been offering hope and a brighter future for seriously ill children. The goal of the Starlight Children’s Foundation is to help these children experience the simple joys of being a child. Each year, Starlight serves over 275,000 critically, chronically, and terminally ill children throughout New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Some of Starlight’s most unique programs include Great Escapes, special outings for children and their families, STARBRIGHT World, a private online community for teens who are living with chronic diseases to connect, Hospital Happenings, including themed parties, toys, and visits from entertainers.  For more information on the Starlight Children’s Foundation of NY*NJ*CT, please log on to www.starlight-newyork.org.
About the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation 

The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation was established in 1994 and is completely directed and funded by the insurance industry. The Foundation seeks to help communities and enrich lives by uniting the collective strengths of the industry to provide grants, volunteer service and leadership. The Industry Foundation originated in California and in 2007 added a New York Division. Since its inception the Industry Foundation has contributed over 16 million dollars and 110,000 volunteer hours to hundreds of community nonprofits. To learn more about the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation visit www.iicf.org or contact Betsy Myatt, Executive Director (917-544-0895; emyatt@iicf.com). 
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